
 

August 20, 2018 
    
 
Lani Andam 
Water Resources Control Engineer  
Waste Discharge to Land Permitting Unit 
Central Valley Water Quality Control Board 
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 
SUBJECT: Comments Regarding Tentative Waste Discharge Requirements for Yocha 

Dehe Wintun Nation Yocha Dehe Golf Club, Yolo County  
 
Dear Ms. Andam: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comment on the Tentative Waste Discharge 
Requirements (WDRs) for the Yocha Dehe Golf Club. On behalf of the Yocha Dehe Wintun 
Nation (Tribe), HydroScience presents the following comments regarding the Tentative WDRs: 

1. WDRs, Page 6, Paragraph 18.a: Please clarify that the anticipated flows of 128,000 gpd 
(average flow) and 179,000 gpd (peak flow) are incremental flows for the Hotel 
Expansion Project, not total flows.  

2. WDRs, Page 15, Paragraph 57 (table): Note 3 is not called out in the body of the table. 

3. WDRs, Page 24, Paragraph D: The Tribe requests that the Water Board reconsider the 
need for continued groundwater limitations and associated groundwater monitoring and 
reporting requirements. We request that these requirements be removed, given the 
following: 

a. The Tribe concurs with the proposed tertiary effluent and blended recycled water 
limitations (WDRs, Pages 21-22, Paragraph B). These limitations are attainable 
based on a review of past monitoring data, and will be protective of groundwater 
quality.  

b. An extensive dataset of groundwater data spanning ten years (2007 – 2017) has 
been collected, analyzed, and reported. The data demonstrates that TDS, 
sodium, and chloride concentrations in the groundwater near irrigated areas are 
not greater than background groundwater levels; and that there is no correlation 
between the salinity levels in groundwater at the application site and salinity 
levels in irrigation waters. 

c. WDRs, Page 5, Paragraph 17 provides a summary of historical blended effluent 
quality. The table demonstrates that average concentrations of Chloride and TDS 
in the blended recycled water (water used for irrigation) are much lower than the 
proposed groundwater limitations.  

d. WDRs, Page 16, Paragraph 58 acknowledges that the Tribe has implemented 
significant treatment and control measures to minimize the potential to degrade 
groundwater, including but not limited to replacement of an ion exchange water 
softening system with a desalination water treatment system. The brine produced 
by this system is hauled to an off-site permitted facility. The measures 
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implemented by the Tribe are deemed best practicable treatment and control 
(BPTC), consistent with Antidegradation Policy.  

4. WDRs, Page 30, Paragraph G.1.b: It is unlikely that any new sources of salinity will be 
connected to the wastewater treatment system by 1 April 2019. We request that the 
requirement for a Revised Salinity Evaluation and Minimization Plan be contingent upon 
the connection of a new source to the wastewater treatment system and associated with 
a relative due date.  

We appreciate your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions or require 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (916) 273-6035 or 
bslenter@hydroscience.com. 

Sincerely, 
HydroScience Engineers, Inc. 
 
 
 
Bill Slenter, P.E. 
Principal 
 
 
 


